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Help solve SA's cold cases: motorcycle gang murders and disappearances 

An ongoing cold case campaign being conducted by SA Police in conjunction with Crime Stoppers is 

this week focusing on the violent world of outlaw motor cycle gangs.  Police with the Major Crime 

Investigation branch are seeking more information to progress investigation or locate the remains of 

those who have disappeared and are presumed murdered. Do you know anything that could help 

resolve these cases?        

Steven Hydon, 31: A Gypsy Joker shot dead at 3am on Sunday, 30 May 2004 outside the Weeroona 

Hotel, Wallaroo as he participated in a club event. Police arrested two men, but they were later 

acquitted by a jury.         

Benjamin Young, 26: Shot dead in the driveway of his Luhrs Road, Payneham South home at 1.30am 

on Tuesday, 26 August 2008. A former Finks member who had left the club in March 2008, Mr Young 

was involved in a number of businesses including brothels, race horses and property at the time of 

his death.  

Giovanni Focarelli, 21:  Shot dead in a vehicle driven by his stepfather Mr Vincenzo Focarelli, who 

was also shot but survived. The shootings, thought to be due to on-going tensions between rival 

motorcycle gangs in South Australia and interstate, occurred as the pair were driving on Flame 

Avenue, Dry Creek at 8.50pm on Sunday, 29 January 2012. After the shooting, Mr Vincenzo Focarelli 

drove to Prospect Road, Prospect and stopped a police patrol, but Mr Giovanni Focarelli was 

pronounced dead.    Police have released CCTV footage from Flame Avenue in which a figure can be 

seen running from the car and across the avenue after the shooting. Police have identified a suspect, 

but want more information.   

Jason De leso, 32: Shot in the head at his Pooraka business at 1.40pm on Wednesday, 21 November.  

His murder followed the firebombing of a Hells Angel’s property the night before and assaults at a 

tattoo studio at Salisbury North that day.   Mr De Ieso was not a gang member, but his shooting is 

believed to be due to increased tensions between Finks and Hells Angels. CCTV footage shows nine 

men arriving at the Unique Paint and Panel Business, with five of them ring into the workshop area.  

The men leave in two white vehicles; a 1991 Nissan Pulsar sedan and a 2011 Mazda 2 sedan. Again, 

police know the suspects, believed to be from Hells Angels North Crew. Investigations continue, 

hampered by the refusal of some key witnesses to provide or sign statements.   

Graham Lee Nixon, 33, Sinibalo Palombi, 35 and Hubert Maxwell Western, 32: Rebels members 

who were shot dead on a quiet city street on Friday, 8 October 1999. Mr Nixon, Mr Palombi and Mr 

Western were at the Rebels clubrooms on Wright Street following an incident with Hells Angels 

earlier that evening on Rundle Street, Adelaide. At 2am, three men believed to be linked to Hells 

Angels arrived at the Rebels Clubrooms. Two of these men shot at the Rebels, hitting five of them 

including Mr Nixon and Mr Palombi, who died at the scene, and Mr Western, who died in hospital 

three days later. Two Hells Angels were arrested, but charges were later withdrawn due to non-

cooperation by the Rebels.   

Police are also seeking information about two cold separate cases in which two men have 

disappeared and are presumed murdered:        
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Steven Williams, 38: Last seen at the Gepps Cross Hotel on 14 June, 2005. Mr Williams, a debt 

collector and former Gypsy Joker, remains missing and is presumed murdered.        

Julian Rapadas, 21: Last seen at 7pm on 18 November, 2008 at the home of a now dead Finks 

member.  Mr Rapadas is believed to have been murdered by a Finks associate in retaliation for his 

‘perceived’ role in the murder of Karim Morrison in 2004.  However, police investigation revealed 

that he had no involvement in the death of Mr Morrison. Mr Rapadas remains missing and is 

presumed murdered.        

Police urge the community to remember it is never too late to contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 

000 or report on-line at www.crimestopperssa.com.au, you can remain anonymous.  


