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Operation Persist - Jason De Ieso 

A flimsy house of cards is all that is protecting the men who shot dead business owner Jason De Ieso 

in 2012, according to Major Crime investigators. 

“We know that with jobs like that we only need a small piece of evidence and the cards can 

crumble,” Detective Inspector Greg Hutchins, from SA Police’s Major Crime Investigation Branch 

said. 

Mr De Ieso, 32, was shot dead as a group of at least nine disguised men walked into his paint and 

panel business on Langford St, Pooraka on 21 November, 2012 and opened re, with four offenders 

armed with handguns. 

The victim was not a criminal associate of any outlaw motorcycle gang (OMCG) but operated a 

legitimate business where some OMCG members had work done on their vehicles, with escalating 

violence between the Finks and the Hells Angels at that time believed to have been behind the 

shooting. 

Police believe a senior member of the Finks, who left the workshop 10 minutes before the shooting, 

was the intended target. 

“We don’t believe that Jason was the intended target,” Detective Inspector Hutchins said. “He was 

not an associate of any OMCG, but they used his workshop.” 

The bikie code of silence, along with potential witness intimidation, are among the issues 

complicating the case for investigators however they are confident they know the identities of all 

those involved, although one has since died. 

“CCTV footage recorded at the scene has proven invaluable,” Detective Inspector Hutchins said. 

“Particularly in relation to one offender, as he runs from the scene his hoodie fall away to reveal a 

very distinctive scar on his head and tattoo on his neck.” 

The investigation was highlighted today in the Sunday Mail as part of Operation Persist, a Major 

Crime-led cold case initiative highlighting a range of unsolved murder and suspicious missing persons 

cases. 

The operation is using a range of strategies to progress cases, including detailed evidence reviews, 

fresh forensic testing, the provision of rewards, targeting prison inmates for information and seeking 

public assistance via publicity of cold cases either via Crime Stoppers or the Sunday Mail newspaper. 

Anyone with information about this murder is asked to call Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or 

report online at www.crimestopperssa.com.au, you can remain anonymous. 

“Callers can remain anonymous and we can take other steps to protect people who have vital 

information.  A $500,000 reward is available for anyone who provides information in this case 

leading to the conviction of offenders and police will continue to look for the information that will 

wedge open this case.  That is what Mr De Ieso’s family and the wider community have a right to 

expect from police.” Detective Inspector Hutchins said. 

http://www.crimestopperssa.com.au/

